
Reception Literacy Overview 
	Year
Group
	Autumn 1

	Autumn 2

	Spring 1

	Spring 2

	Summer 1

	Summer 2


	Cross-curricular theme
	All about me
	People who help us 
	Out in the cold 
	Kings and Queens
	Where does food come from
	The Jungle

	English Units
Core texts &
Skills Narrative
	Genre/Text
The Colour Monster
The Colour Monster goes to school.
Key skills
Speaking
Speak clearly and in full sentences. 
Use sentences that include more detail, expressing their ideas about feelings. 
Communicating
Communicate freely with different people. 
Speaking
Use talk to clarify thinking and express ideas and feelings. 
Listening
Listen with enjoyment and interest. 
Responding
Respond with relevant comments when listening to stories. 
Handwriting
Hold tools in appropriate grip/hand.
Demonstrate pre phonemic writing.
Transcription 
Use some recognisable letters to communicate meaning. 
Composition
Give meaning to matks.
Oral or writing outcome
Name feelings and orally explain how they feel in a situation in school/home.
Draw and label what they would take to school. (Initial sound/mark make)






	Genre/Text
You can’t call an Elephant in an Emergency.
Key skills
Communicating 
Talk about and describe events in some detail. 
Composition
Understand that thoughts and ideas can be written down. 
Have ideas and reasons for mark making. 
Orally compose a word or phrase and hold it in memory before attempting to write it, 
Sequence a simple story using pictures. 
Imitate stories. 
Innovate stories. 
Transcription
Use clearly identifiable letters to represent phonemes in sequence. 
Segment to spell VC and CVC words using phase 2. 
Write phase 2 tricky words. 
Handwriting
Use handwriting patter to support formation. 


Oral or writing outcome
Innovate to choose a new character and write a simple sentence...it is a…
	Genre/Text
The curious polar bear 
Key skills
Transcription
Make plausible attempts when writing words beyond current phonic knowledge. 
Write phonetically decodable words within phrases or sentences at phase 2. 
Segment to spell VC or CVC at phase 3. 
Handwriting 
Form some lower case letters correctly, starting and finishing in the right place.
Hold paper in position and use preferred hand for writing, developing a comfortable pencil grip. 
Begin to write on the lines with some control of letter size.  
Composition
Know that in English print is written left to right and top to bottom. 
Begin to use simple sentence forms ,using strategies such as phonic fingers, counting the words to support. 
Use developing phonic knowledge when composing and writing sentences. 
Comprehension
Look closely and discuss in more detail the illustrations to develop understanding of the story. 
Oral or writing outcome
The ice….
The snow…
Creative sentence using new vocabulary. 
The ice is…
The snow is…

	Genre/Text
The Queens hat
Key skills
Comprehension 
Identify, discuss and describe the main characters in stories. 
Explore what a character might say, think or feel. 
Identify, discuss and sequence the main events in stories. 
Use actions and pictures to orally retell stories and rhymes in their own words. 
Role play stories and events using simple props and recently introduced vocabulary. 
Transcription 
Begin to segment to spell polysyllabic words with phase 2 and phase 3.
Write phonetically decodable words within phrases and sentences, using phase 2 and phase 3. 
Write phrase 3 tricky words. 
Write sentences including phase 3 tricky words. 
Handwriting
Write left to right and top to bottom. 
Form lower case letters with developing consistency. 
Composition
Recognise and know that full stops are at the end of a sentence. 
Recognise and know that a sentence starts with a capital letter. 
Oral or writing outcome
Story map – Chorley landmarks 
	Genre/Text
Oliver’s vegetables
Key skills
Transcription 
Begin to segment to spell polysyllabic words with phase 2 and phase 3.
Write phonetically decodable words within phrases and sentences, using phase 2 and phase 3. 
Write phrase 3 tricky words. 
Write sentences including phase 3 tricky words. 
Handwriting
Write left to right and top to bottom. 
Form lower case letters with developing consistency. 
Composition
Recognise and know that full stops are at the end of a sentence. 
Recognise and know that a sentence starts with a capital letter. 
Oral or writing outcome
Write instructions to make Vegetable soup. 
	Genre/Text
Monkey puzzle
Key skills
Composition
Demonstrate some use of familiar language patterns of stories through writing. 
Use writing to say what a character might be thinking or feeling. 
Create a simple narrative using drawings, words, phrases.
Write simple sentences that include finger spaces and can be read by themselves and others. 
Re – read what they have written to check that it makes sense. 
Transcription
Begin to write phase 4 tricky words. 
Begin to write sentences including phase 4. 

Oral or writing outcome
Recount of zoo visit. 
Quiz based on Monkey Puzzle. 

	Core texts &
Skills Nonfiction
	Genre/Text
The human body 
Key skills
Vocabulary
Learn and use taught selected vocabulary. 
Use recently introduced vocabulary in discussions. 
Speaking
Speak clearly and in full sentences. 
Questions
Ask questions to find out more.
Ask and answer questions in different contexts.
Questioning 
Understand and respond to what, where, who, when, why and how questions. 
Comprehension
Discuss specific information in non fiction texts. 
Oral or writing outcome
Orally ask a question or say a fact. 
	Genre/Text
People who help us – children’s interests. 
Key skills
Comprehension
Discuss specific information in non fiction texts.
Understand and discuss the differences in text and illustration.
Activate prior knowledge. 
Explore, discuss and revisit new vocabulary. 
Use and show understanding of recently introduced vocabulary. 
Respond to questions of who, what, where and when. 
Communicating 
Take turns to speak in different contexts. 
Vocabulary
Use an increasing range of vocabulary appropriately and showing a deeper understanding. 
Attention
Maintain attention to adults in whole class. 
Maintain attention to peers in a range of situations. 
Listening
Listens to others in familiar situations, conversations or activities.
Composition
Show some understanding of writing for different purposes.
Show some understanding of writing for different audiences. 
Use recently introduced vocabulary orally and attempt in writing. 
Oral or writing outcome
Quiz…I am a…
Instructions to make toast.
	Genre/Text
Winter non fiction
Key skills
Vocabulary
Understand that the same word can have different meanings. 
Composition
Write different text forms for a range of purposes. 
Respond to different questions linked to text and illustration, using drawing, words, phrases or sentences.
Begin to recognise that there needs to be spaces between words. 
Handwriting 
Form some capital letters correctly.  
Form letters in their name correctly. 
Comprehension
Know that in English print is read left to right and top to bottom, and that print conveys meaning. 
Hold a book correctly and turn pages from front to back. 
Transcription
Write sentences including phase 2 common exception words. 
Oral or writing outcome
Create own information book and share with buddies.
	Genre/Text
A walk in London
Key skills
Composition
Orally compose a sentence that makes sense. 
Writes a simple phrase, including a finger space, that can be read by themselves and others. 
Writes different text forms for a range of purposes. 
Transcription
Begin to segment to spell polysyllabic words with phase 2 and phase 3.
Write phonetically decodable words within phrases and sentences, using phase 2 and phase 3. 
Write phrase 3 tricky words. 
Write sentences including phase 3 tricky words.
Oral or writing outcome
Poster on London
	Genre/Text
Chicks
Key skills
Speaking 
Talk about, explain and give reasons for actions, events, and activities linked to their experiences and stories 
Use talk to explain how things work and why things might happen. 
Comprehension
Respond to questions about how and why something is happening. 
Composition
Independently use writing during play. 
Write different text forms for a range of purposes.
Transcription
Begin to segment to spell polysyllabic words with phase 2 and phase 3.
Write phonetically decodable words within phrases and sentences, using phase 2 and phase 3. 
Write phrase 3 tricky words. 
Write sentences including phase 3 tricky words.
Oral or writing outcome
Diary entry/timeline 
	Genre/Text
The Jungle
Key skills
Transcription
Begin to write phase 4 tricky words.
Consolidation 
Oral or writing outcome
Did you know…

	Core texts &
Skills 
Poetry (stand-alone poetry unit or integrated within above units)
	Genre/Text
Head, shoulders, knees and toes
Key skills
Narrative
Use the language of songs and rhymes to imagine and recreate. 
Orally retell rhymes and songs.
 
Listening 
Show awareness of how to listen carefully and why it is important. 
Orally retell a new version of rhymes. 
Handwriting 
Make marks, drawing and symbols with increasing control. 
Oral or writing outcome
Innovate the song and re-tell with a new body part. 
	Genre/Text
5 Little Firefighters 
Key skills
Narrative
Orally retell rhymes and songs.
Orally retell a new version of rhymes.
Comprehension
Recite a range of rhymes, songs and poems. 
Vocabulary
Talk about and discuss familiar events or characters in rhymes and poems using newly taught vocabulary. 
Oral or writing outcome
Orally compose a new rhyming phrase to add to the poem.
	Genre/Text
Winters here
Key skills
Transcription
Segment to spell two syllable words at phase 2. 
Begin to spell a combination of adjacent consonants at the beginning and end of words including phase 2 and phase 3.



Comprehension
Articulate feelings linked to stories, rhymes, songs and poems. 
Handwriting
Form some lower case letters correctly, starting and finishing in the right place.
Composition
Explore and apply new vocabulary in writing linked to stories, poems, rhymes, non – fiction and themes. 
Oral or writing outcome
Rhyming line…winter’s here, snows on the ground……all around.
	Genre/Text
Sing a song of six pence
Key skills
Speaking 
Orally recall events/narratives in the correct sequence, using their own words and phrases. 
Oral or writing outcome
Perform the song to an audience.
Use the language of songs and rhymes to imagine and recreate. 
Orally retell rhymes and songs.
	Genre/Text
The big red barn
Key skills
Transcription
Begin to write phonetically decodable words within phrases and sentences. 
Handwriting
Form clear ascenders and descenders. 

Composition
Write familiar words correctly. 
Oral or writing outcome
A list of everything that happened in the big red barn.


	Genre/Text
Walking in the jungle
Key skills
Consolidation 
Oral or writing outcome
Create a new verse. 

	Link Texts and rhymes
	If you’re happy and you know it. 
Senses books.
Autumn books. 
Peace at last. 
Rhyming books
Alliteration books.
	What the ladybird heard. 
Cops and Robbers
The Jolly Postman at Christmas
Nativity story
Stick Man 
Little glow
	Lost and Found
What’s in the snow
Where snowflakes fall
The fire fox
Polar bear polar bear what do you see?


	The Queen’s knickers 
The naughty bus 
Grand old duke of York
Humpty dumpty
Mr Norton’s new hat  
	The little red hen 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Daisy, eat your peas
Olivers fruit salad
The enormous…
	Rumble in the jungle 
The tiger who came to tea 
Oi Frog
Giraffes can’t dance. 

	Guided 
Reading
	See New Red Rose Reception Reading LAPS.
See new Lancashire key skills reading.
	See New Red Rose Reception Reading LAPS.
See new Lancashire key skills reading.
	See New Red Rose Reception Reading LAPS.
See new Lancashire key skills reading.
	See New Red Rose Reception Reading LAPS.
See new Lancashire key skills reading.
	See New Red Rose Reception Reading LAPS.
See new Lancashire key skills reading.
	See New Red Rose Reception Reading LAPS.
See new Lancashire key skills reading.

	Phonics 
	See Red Rose Letters and Sounds. 
See new Lancashire key skills word reading. 
	See Red Rose Letters and Sounds. 
See new Lancashire key skills word reading.
	See Red Rose Letters and Sounds. 
See new Lancashire key skills word reading.
	See Red Rose Letters and Sounds. 
See new Lancashire key skills word reading.
	See Red Rose Letters and Sounds. 
See new Lancashire key skills word reading.
	See Red Rose Letters and Sounds. 
See new Lancashire key skills word reading.



