
 
 

 
 
 

Buckshaw Primary School 
 

History Policy 

At Buckshaw Primary School we are committed to providing all children with learning 

opportunities to engage in history. History is the process by which we describe and 

understand the past.  It allows children to learn more about themselves as individuals 

and members of society.  History provides a chronological framework for children’s 

knowledge of the past and explores the influence of past events on the present. The 

subject gives us a sense of identity, set within our social, political, cultural and economic 

relationships. 

Aims and Objectives. 

The National Curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 

o Know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological 

narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have 

shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the 

wider world. 

o Know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the 

nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; 

characteristic features of past non-European societies; achievements and follies 

of mankind. 

o Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such 

as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. 

o Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and 

consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make 

connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid questions  

and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses.   

 

 

 



o Understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used 

rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting 

arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed. 

o Gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different 

contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and 

international history; between cultural, economic, military, political, religious 

and social history; and between short and long-term timescales. 

 

The aims of history at Buckshaw Primary School are: 

 

o To cover the aims and requirements of The National Curriculum programmes 

of study. 

o To help children at Buckshaw Primary School develop a sense of identity 

through learning about the past of Britain, Europe and the world. 

o To develop children’s respect for evidence and their ability to interpret and be 

critical of that evidence. 

o To encourage children’s curiosity and interest in the past. 

o To promote moral, social and cultural development by encouraging respect and 

tolerance of other people and cultures. 

o To provide interesting and stimulating lessons which allow children to develop 

their historical skills, and to have an input into the planning of the topic. 

o To provide situations which will promote discussion, questions and 

opportunities for communication. 

o To enable children to become confident, resourceful, enquiring and 

independent learners. 

 

Organisation  

History is shared termly with Geography, so the classes will focus on history for one 

half of each term. During this time, KS1 and KS2 children have a lesson of History per 

week, in order to ensure progression and skills development. The lesson should be at 

least 1 hour in duration. Each lesson will revisit prior learning to ensure a ‘know more, 

remember more and understand more’ approach.   

The Curriculum  

The curriculum that is followed is based on the guidance given in the revised National 

Curriculum.  

In Key Stage 1, children are taught changes within living memory, events beyond 

living memory that are significant nationally or globally, the lives of significant 

individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 



achievements and significant historical events, people and places in their own 

locality. 

In Key Stage 2, children are taught changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron 

Age, the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain, Britain’s settlement by Anglo-

Saxons and Scots, the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to 

the time of Edward the Confessor, a study of an aspect or theme in British history  

 

that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 as well as the 

achievements of the earliest civilizations including non-European societies.  

As well as this, we aim to develop children’s historical inquiry skills and build a firm 

understanding of the chronology of history using timelines and artefacts to make 

historical connections.  

During History  lessons, children are given the opportunity to work as a class, as 

individuals and as part of a group. The choice of class organisation is determined by 

the learning task. A large proportion of this will be done through fieldwork and hands 

on learning through mapping skills. 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

At Buckshaw Primary School we teach history in Nursery and Reception as an integral 

part of the learning covered during the Key Stage, within the seven areas of learning 

and development, particularly Understanding of the World. The children are 

encouraged to learn about the world around them. They find out about the past 

through talking to parents, grandparents and friends and they develop an interest in 

their own story as well as the stories in their family. 

Resources  

Resources are kept centrally, in the humanities cupboard, in topic boxes and files. It is 

the responsibility of the teachers to ensure resources are returned to the central store 

and to advise the subject leader of any damages and shortfalls. We also order library 

loan boxes to support some topics. Materials for history are purchased or replaced as 

the budget constraints allow.    

Inclusion  

At Buckshaw Primary School children, irrespective of ability, gender, ethnic origin and 

social circumstances have access to the whole curriculum and the opportunity to make 

the greatest progress possible in all areas of the curriculum while in our school. 

Children with special educational needs will have access to the full history curriculum. 



If children need additional support on educational visits or when accessing fieldwork, 

provisions will be given to these children enabling them to take a full and active role. 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

It is the responsibility of the class teacher, Subject Leader and the Senior Leadership 

Team to monitor progression and continuity. The History subject leader is responsible 

for supporting colleagues in the teaching of history, for being informed about current  

 

developments in the subject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the 

subject in the school. The history subject leader evaluates the strengths and weaknesses 

in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. 

Monitoring  

Monitoring is carried out by the subject leader in the following ways:  

o Informal discussion with staff and pupils  

o Work sampling  

o Classroom observation  

o Book scrutiny 

 

Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study 

for History, which all maintained schools in England must teach. 

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special 

Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and 

refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the 

Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. 

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and 

development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory 

framework. 

 

Gemma Lewis (History Subject Leader) 

Review July 2024 
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