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At Buckshaw we aim to prepare our children for their future 
by raising aspirations and developing resilience within a 

happy, safe and caring environment 
  



Our Outdoor Learning Policy aims to nurture and encourage pupil’s enthusiasm for learning, 
throughout the curriculum. At Buckshaw Primary School, we believe that every child has the right 
to experience and explore the amazing and unique opportunities that the outdoor environment 
brings to learning. Incorporating learning through outdoor experiences, either in the school 
grounds or going further afield, offers relevance to the children and more depth to the curriculum 
that can be more challenging to achieve indoors.  
 
Aims and Objectives 
 
What we intend to achieve:  

• Raise the profile of Outdoor Learning. 
• Be based on the needs of our pupils and reflect our school values.  
• Value education by providing a challenging, safe and secure environment within which 

pupils can take and manage risks.  
• Celebrate our outdoor space and local community by encouraging and nurturing close 

links with parents and community partners. 
• Promote the importance of caring for our environment and local community.  
• Provide a challenging, safe and secure environment within which children can take and 

manage risks 
• Encourage children to develop the skills to solve problems, developing resilient and 

reflective learners. 
 
 
Organisation 
In the Early Years Foundation Stage outdoor learning holds no boundaries and is an integral part 
of the pupil’s learning. It is an extension of the classroom where pupils have the opportunity to 
freely explore our outdoor learning environment throughout the day, supported by planned led 
activities and the continuous provision provided.  

In Key Stage One and Two all opportunities are taken to support the pupil’s outdoor learning 
beyond the classroom, making full use of the school grounds and the community around us. 
Teachers, across the school, endeavour to take lessons outside whenever possible and 
appropriate. In KS1 we have enhanced the outdoor learning environment with continuous 
provision based on the subject matter being taught daily.  

 

Grounds 
At Buckshaw Primary School we are fortunate to have the outdoor facilities to provide our children 
with formal learning opportunities and enhance their experiences in a range of different ways. The 
children can freely access the timber trails, the active mile track, our field and the playground 
activities independently, with friends or supported by staff.    

The minibeast gardens and pond boast amazing opportunities for wildlife observation, 
conservation and natural growth. The gardening plots found by the field have raised beds for 
growing plants, vegetables and fruits throughout the year. We promote the ethos of ‘nurture our 
nature’. 



 
Our Community  
The environment around Buckshaw Primary provides a wealth of learning opportunities for the 
children to discover about our community and the local businesses around us. Astley Park is 
situated across the road from school, we value and appreciate the spectacular landscapes, 
architecture and the natural heritage it has as part of our ‘community adventures’. 

 
Further Afield 
We encourage and support the Teachers to take every opportunity for the children to engage in 
learning beyond the school gates. Each year group plans educational visits that enrich and extend 
the children’s learning. By taking our children beyond their familiar environment, we actively seek 
to fuel their interests and build on their imagination, and empower the children in different ways 
to further enhance the ‘Big Picture’ curriculum. 

 
Forest School 
We provide a fantastic opportunity for the children to access Forest School activities that support 
our ‘Big Picture’ curriculum. The children are encouraged to engage in activities that nurtures their 
resilience and wellbeing. Sessions are planned and led by our Forest School Leader. 

 
After-School Provision 
We aim to offer a variety of activities so that every child has the opportunity to find a new interest, 
develop different skills, initiate new experiences or simply find enjoyment in taking part. Many of 
these activities take place in our outdoor environment. Parents can also place their children in our 
Breakfast and After School Club which provides a range of indoor and outdoor activities. 

 
Residential Visit 
We encourage the children in Year 6 to take the opportunity to stay away from their home setting 
and create fantastic lasting memories that build their confidence and resilience, improve their 
communication and teamwork skills and support their confidence and self-esteem. The children 
stay at the fabulous Tower Wood Outdoor Centre in the Lake District where they take part in a 
wide range of outdoor and adventurous activities. 

 
Resources 
Resources can be used from all subjects based on the need of the lesson taught and are stored in 
their allocated store cupboard on the Key Stage Two corridor. These resources are available to 
each class and are monitored and maintained by the subject leader. Additional storage areas for 
outdoor learning resources are found in the outdoor storage area by the school office and in the 
green sheds around the grounds. 

 
Inclusion 
At Buckshaw Primary School we provide all pupils with the opportunity to access the outdoor 
environment to deepen and enrich their subject learning. We promote equality, fairness, and 



positive attitudes towards others and encourage all pupils to participate in outdoor learning. 
When planning outdoor lessons the pupil’s individual needs are considered and tasks are 
differentiated to consolidate learning and provide additional challenge for all. Risk Assessments 
are undertaken to ensure all children can access the outdoor learning opportunities. 

 
Assessment, Recording and Reporting  

At Buckshaw Primary School we use formative assessment to support teaching and learning and 
inform future planning for the subject learning taught through the outdoor experience. The 
teacher should assess the pupil's progress through the particular subject area based on their 
achievement of the learning objectives in lessons. The Foundation Stage pupils’ outdoor learning 
experiences should be reflected in Learning Journeys and the Class Floor Book.  

The assessments for outdoor/curriculum learning are stored in a folder under the Teacher’s 
Shared Drive. Seesaw is used actively to record and evaluate the children’s learning and to inform 
parents. A Seesaw stamp is used in curriculum books to show where outdoor learning has been 
utilised. 

  

Monitoring 

The monitoring of Outdoor Learning is the responsibility of the subject leader and is carried out 
through the following methods:  

o Subject leader and class teacher discussion regarding teaching and assessments of 
outdoor learning. 

o Collated evidence of children’s work and children’s voice. 
o Subject leader learning walk, drop-ins and staff/pupil voice. 
o Reflect on achievement and progress through assessment undertaken. 

 
This policy will be reviewed every 12 months. At every review, the policy will be shared with the 
Curriculum and Standards committee. 
 
Legislation and guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all 
maintained schools in England must teach. 
It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs 
and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related 
expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance 
Handbook. 
In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and 
development of children set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework. 
 

Richard Gambon (Outdoor and Adventurous Learning Subject Leader) 

Review September 2022 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/part/6/chapter/1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/governance-handbook
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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